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The whole TRIAL 


S the Court had the preceding — adjourned 
A to ſeven in the Morning, by tix o Clock on Thur. 


ng. | 
day the Street of Winchelter were as full of 
People as if it had been at Noon-day, and the greatelt 

Parr of the Company crowded upto the Caſtle, the Doors 

of which were thrown open at ſeven, and the Court 

almoſt entirely filled in a Quarter of an Hour. Ateight 

o Clock Sir William Henry Aſhurſt, Knut. and Sir 

Beaumont Hotham, came into the Court, and Silence 

being proclaimed, the Priſoner was ſer to the Bar, and 

arraigned by the Name of James Hill, alias James 

Hinde, alias John Hinde, alias James Axfan, common- 
ly called John the Painter. Having heard his Indict- 
ment read over, he pleaded Nor GviLTY, and put 
himicli on God and his Country. ; ' 

Mr. Fielding, the Junior Council for the Crown, 
then ſhortly (tated the Indictment to the Jury, which 
confided of three Counts: a 
The firit charging the Priſoner with being violently 

ſuſpected of having, tcloniouſly, wilfully, and mali- 

cioufly ſet Fire to a certain Out- houſe and Building, 
called the Rope - houſe, in his Majeſty's Dock-Yard at 

Portimonth,' ; 

The ſecond with * feloniovſly, wilfully, and mali- 
cioutly ſetting on Fire, burning, and deſtroying a cer- 
tain Building, called the Rope-houſe, belonging to his 
Majeity's Dock Yard at Portſmouth.” 

The third with * feloniouſly, wilfully and maliciouſſy 
ſetting on Fire, and deſtroying a Quanti:y ot his Majeſ- 
ty's Naval Stores, Value 2001. kept, placed, and de- 
poſited in the {aid Rope- Yard againſt the Statute, Sc." 

Serjeant Davy next roſe, anti entered into an ample 
Diſcuſſion of the Queſtion before the Jury, ſtating the 


* 
of | 
hich came on at the Aſſizes held 


Fact of the Fire, which was well known to have burſt 
out on the 7th of December laſt, and dwelling for a 
conliderable Time on the dreadful Conſequences which 
might have followed, and eſpecially pointing out the 
Miſchiefs which mult inevitably have fallen on us as a 
People, had the Scheme of burning all the Dock- Yards 
taken Place ar this Criſis. After for ſome Time hold- 
ing a Picture of national Horror, the Serjeant took a 


* — acqua 


View of the Evidence which would be given in Support 
of the Indictment, and ſhewed tha! the whole of the 
Charge, enormous as it was, wouid be proved in ſuch 
a Manner, that it wonid be impoſſible for the Jury to 
entertain a Doubt of the Guilt of the Priſoner. He de- 
clared that the Hand of Providence was apparent, and 
that it was owing to a molt unexpected aud happy Diſ- 
covery that it had come to light to wawom this Country 
was indebred for the Attempt to deftroy her natural 


Strength, and render her an eaſy Prey to her Enemies; 


prove this, he ſaid, that by cciac m. 
itneſſes, whoſe Nn, was valdw-n, had 
d with the Prifoner, while he was in Pri- 
on x and that the Priſoner had in che fullctt Manner ac- 
knowledged his Guile ro him, ſtating every minute 
Circumitence of his Conduct, from his interview wich 
Silas Dean, in Paris, to the moment of his being ap- 

prehended. The Serjeant took great Pains to ſhew 

that Baldwin's Teſtimony was unimpeachable ; thar ir 
ſtood on the faireſt and moſt honcurable Grounds ; and 
that ic was moſt cicarly genuine and well-founded; be- 
caule that every Aſſertion made by Baldwin, which re- 
lated to a Fact aſcertainable by the Teſtimony of other 

Witneſſes, was tupported by the ſtrongeſt and moſt in- 

dubitable collateral Proof. — After going through the 

Whole of the intended Evidence, the Serjeant held up 

in a new Point of View the Danger this Countay had 

elcaped, from the Failure of the Scheme; he appealed. 
to the jury, whether Men, ſo totally loſt to-everySenſe 
of national Honour and Intereſt, Men who could be- 
come the Inſtrument of ſuch deſperate Wretches as Mr, 

Silas Deane (whoſe Day of Retribution was, he hoped, 

near at Hand) ought nor to be made dreadful Examples 

of the Juſtice of an injured Nation. He concluded with 
hoping, that the Priſoner would be able to deny and re- 
fute what would be ſwern againſt him; and if he failed 
in ſo doing, he repeated, that it would be impoſſible 
for the Jury, acting on Principles of Conſcience, Ho- 
nour, and Honeſty, to acquit him. The Serjeant then 
proceeded to examine the Witneſles. 

James Ruſſel depoſed, that he was Clerk of the Rope 
Houſe in Portimouth Dock-Yard, and that a Fire burſt 
out ĩn the Rope- houſe on Saturday the 7th of December 
laſt, ſoon after four inthe Afternoon. He deſcribed 

Situation of the Rope-houſe, the Poſition 
of the Stores it contained, and the Quantity con- 
ſumed by the Fire; and further depoſed, that on 
the fifreenth of January, in ſearching the Hemp 
Store- Houle, he found a Tin Canniſter of a fingular 
ConſtrnQion, and at a ſmall Diſtance a wooden Bottom, 
which fitted the Canniſter, and which contained a Can» 
dle ſtuck in the Center, and a Quantity of Pirch, Tar, 
and Turnpentine, in a Receptacle or Hollow in the 


-in of er go 
gage ot: 


Middle of it; this Machine, he ſaid, appeared to have 


been flung over the Hemp, and by ſtriking againſt 
ſomething the Parts had ſeparated, [The Inſtrument 
was produced, and the Witneſs, after carefully viewing 
it, {wore it was the ſame which he found in the Rope- 
bier. Rubbiſh, and delivered to Commiſſioner Gam- 
ier. 

William Tench depoſed, that he was Apprentice to a 
Tin-Man in Canterbury ; that the Priſoner, whoſe 
Perſon he recognized, came to his Maſter's Shop about 
a Month or fix Weeks before Chriſtmas, and beſpoke a 
Tin Machine ; that his Maſter not underſtanding his 
Directions could not make it, but that he made it, the 
Priſoner ſtanding by him, and explaining as he went 
on in What Manner he meant it to be formed — [The 
Machine was handed to him, and he ſwore that it was 
the luſtrument made by him for che Priſoner.] 

The Priſoner croſs- examined him, and puſhed him 
hard to fix the Time of his being at Canterbury more 
exattly. The Witneſs declared he could not to a Day. 
The Priſoner then queſtioned him as to the Identy of 
the Canniſter, and asked if one Piece of tin did not re- 
{emble another, and how he could ſwear that the In- 
ſtrumemt produced was the identical Inſtrument he 
made; the Witneſs replied, he knew ir by the Searn 
and the Solder, that che Solder was remarkably bad, 
and he could very ſafely ſwear to it. | 

Elizabeth Boxell depoſed, that the Priſoner came 
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and lodged at her Houſe in Portimouth on the 6th of 
December, the Day preceding the Fire; that he had 


not been long there before ſhe was aſſailed by a violent 
ſulpherous Smell; that ſhe went up into his Room, and 
opening his Door, ſaw him at work with Gun- powder 
and other Combuſtibles ; that ſhe immediately asked 
Him if he was Fan to ſer her Houſe on Fire; that he 
put her off with ſome Excuſe, and enquired if ſhe had 


ſuffe red by Fire a that he went out, and ſhe ſecing 
his Bundle, opencd it, and there perceiving the Tin 
Canniſter, was much ſurprized ; that ſhe took down a 


. Candle out of his Room, and perceived it was not the 


him up; that on his Return ſhe 
her Houſe; that he ** nn it in 
he Morning, firſt expreſſing his Anger ar her having 
— 2 nap — open his Bundle, and demanding the Can- 


d carried down from his Garret. 
ö Eſq; Commiſſioner of portſmouth 


Yard, produced a Bundle, tied in a bluciſh Hand- 
— GY which he e was delivered to him by 


Candle ſhe had given 
ufiſted on his quirting 


, j f his 
his Clerk, Mr. jobn J<ftery, in Conlequenee 0 
— — . Search ro be made throughout Com- 


mon for ſuch a hundle. 
John Jeffery ſwore that 
on the 15th of January, 


th - ſtreet, Common. 
* Cole depoſed, that the Bundle produced was 


the identical Bundle left by the Priſoner at her Houſe, 
when he engaged her Lodgings on the 7th of December 
laſt, (the Morning that the Fire happened) and which 
ſhe delivered into the Hand of Mr. Jeffery. 

William Abram, a Blackſmith, depoſed, that he 
lodged at the Houſe of Elizaberh Boxell ; that on Fri- 
day the 6th of December laſt, the Priſoner was there, 
and entered into Converſation with him ; that the Pri- 
ſoner asked him if the Preſs was not hot in Portimouth; 
and on hearing they took all Perſons who could not give 
2 good Account of themſelves, he laid, What then mult 
he do if they took him, as he had nothing to ſhew who 
he was, but ſome Writings in his Pocket? — The Wit- 
neſs further depoſed, that the Priſoner particularly en- 
quired what Chance there was for an Eſcape, if he was 
taken, and what Sort of a Friſon there was in Town ? 
and 6n being told by the Wirneſs, chat it had very high 
Walls, he asked if thoſe Walls could not be climbed 
over. 8 
John Baldwin “ depoſed, that he was a Painter, and 
having been in America, he was ſent by Lord Temple 
to the Office in Bow- itteet. to hear the Examination ot 
the Priſoner, and ſee if he recognized his berſon; tha: 
Sir John Fielding asked him the Queltion, and he re. 
plied in the negative; that the Priſoner inſtantiy bowed 
to him from the Bar; that he followed the Prifoner 
after the Examination into another Room, when the 
latrer returned him Thanks for his Behaviour, and 
wiſhed he could make him Satisſaction; [ Here cthePr1 
{oner haſtily ſaid, SATISEACTION—FOR WHAT ? but 
the Court deſiring him not to interrupt the Witneſs, but 
as ſoon as he had finiſhed his Evidence, he ſhould ask 
any Queſtion he choſe, he accorded, and the Witness 
purſved the Thread of his Teſtimony, declaring that 
the Priſoner told him] that he was a Gentieman, but 
that there had been other Perſons que it ĩoned abour him, 
who had ſpoke what they were entirely ignorant of, 
and had even gone fo far as to ſay, he could change the 
Colour of his Hair if he choſe, juſt as it he was a Ca- 
meleon; that in the Courſe of Converſation, the Pri- 
ſoner asked him to come and ſee him in New-Priſon ; 
that he took the Advice of Lord Temple on the Svbject, 
and went at four in the Afternoon to New-Priſon, wher . 
he and the Priſoner, between the two Gates, talked to- 
gether; that America was the Subject, and that he 
mentioned the Names of ſeveral Perſons there, and had 
much Converſatio». about his Family, having married 
his Wife at Perth Amboy, and having worked at New- 
York and Philadejpirz ; thara Kina of Intimacy ſub- 
liſted between them, inſomuch that he vikred the Pri- 
{oner daily, and frequently twice a Day,” till the 15th 
of February ; that in the Courſe of that Tim theirCon- 
verſation often turned upon America, o. Country. 
and its Concerns, the Priſoner ſpokes WFgentral Terms, 


and appeared very urgent to know if Gen. Cornwallis 
had been worſted ; that he asked him if he knewDeane, 


and upon his replying in the negative, the Prifoner re- 
plicd, ** Not know Deane, Silas Deane! Oh, he's a 
fine Fellow, he's employed by the Congreſs at Paris: I 
believe Benjamin Franklin is alſo employed there onthe 
ſame Account. “ That the Priſoner asked what Coun- 
try man he was; that he replied, a Welchman ; that the 
Priſoner ſaid he ſaw clearly he was nevertheleſs in the 
Intereſt of America, and was an American by Principle; 
that he therefore talked very freely to him, ſaying, 
that he knew General Waſhington; that he was much 
abier than General Howe; that the former would per- 
plex and harraſs the latter during the Winter, bur that 
the Grand Campaign was to be in the Summer; that 
America would certainly be victorious; that ſhe had 
plenty of Pitch, Tar, and Turpentine, and that the back 
Country would furniſh Stores ; that all her Army want- 
ed was a few Officers, and that France would ſupply 
them. On the 15th of February the Witneſs declared 
that the Priſoner fully revealed his Criminality, tellin 
him, that he had been to Paris to Silas Deane, and ha 
carried him an Account of the ſeveral Garriſons in this 
Kingdom, their preſent State, the Number of Guns and 
Men at each, and alſo an Accougt of the Quantity of 
Shipping in the Service of the Navy, their Tonnage, 
Guns, &c. That Silas Deane much applauded hisZeal 
that he then propoſed to him the important Scheme of 
ſerting Fire to the Dock-Yards, and offered to return 
and execute it; that Deane was amazed, and thought 
it too great a Matter to be carried into Execution by 
one Man; that he ſaid, he could execute more than 
either he, or any Perſon upon the Face of the Earth, 
could imagine ; that Deane asked him what Money he'd 
have; thac he replied, not much, he only deſired to be 
rewarded according to his Merit; that Deane gave him 
a Letter on a great Man in the City, a Merchant, with 
Bills drawn on the ſaid Merchant to the Amount of zool. 
That he in Conſequence came over to England, and at 
Canterbury applied to a Tinman to make him a Ma- 
chine of his own contriving, ſomewhat like a Canniſter; 
that the Maſter of the Shop was a ſtupid Fellow, and he 
could not make him underſtand what he meant; that 
he, however, found the Prentice more ingenious, and 
ſtood by him while he finiſhed what he wanted; that 
he put it under the Breaſt of his Coat, and went to an 
Alehouſe, where he was interrupted by two Dragoons, 
and had an Affray with them; Gi he gor the wooden 
Part of the Canniſter alſo made at Canterbury, and that 
it fitted fo ciuſe that no Perſon could ſee a Light was in 
it, after it was ſhut in; that he ordered two more of 
the ſame Kind of Canniſters to be made ar another 
Tinman's bue that he leſt them behind him, they not 
being finiſhed in Time; that he made the beſt of his 
Way to Portſmouth, and there hired a Lodging at the 
Houſe of Mrs. Boxell ; that he inſtantly ſer about his 
Preparations ; that his Mode of making Matches was to 
fold Paper double, and cut it into Slips; and after 
grinding Charcoal on a Painter's Colour - ſtone, quite 
fine, and breaking Gunpowder with a Knife, as Fain- 
ters do Vermillion, to mix the two in clear Water till it 
came to conliflency of new Milk, and then to cover the 
Matches with it; that when ſo prepared, they would 
laſt, according to their length, any given Time after 
thay were alight. That Mrs, Boxcll was an impudent 
Woman, for that ſhe had opened his Bundle in hig 


he found the Bundle produced. 
in the Houſe of Mrs. Cole, of 


1 


On this Witneſs appearing in Court, the Priſoner 
laid, He could not embrace then as cordially as he 
did ſome Time fince.” 


At the Mention of Deane's Name, the Priſoner 


checked the Wirneſs, and ſaid, ** Beware of Peryury ; 
take Care what you ſay of Mr. Deane ; there's a righte - 
ous God above, who deals out righteous Judgments, 
and in whole Preſence we all are at this Moment,“ 


would not be able to read or underſtand ir. 
concluded with declaring, that he had imparted to Lord 
Temple and Lord George Germaine all that the Priſoner had 


told bim, 


—_— 


Abſence, and that ſhe had come up and ſeen him at Work, 
and being atarmed, had obliged him to quit her Lodgings. 
That on Friday he had got into the Hemp-Houſe, and found 
the Hemp ſo cloſely packed, that it took him a conſiderable 
Time to looſen it; that he pulied oft his Coat to do it, and 
(prinkled a Quantity of 'Curpentine all about the Hemp, lay- 
ing alſo Trains of Gunpowder upon the Floor, and lig tly 
ſtrewing Hemp over them. That he had ſome Difficulty to 
find his Coat, and after he had found it, he perceived a good 
deal of Hemp vpon it, which he took off; that when he at- 
tempted to go out, he found the Door taſtened ; that he pul- 
led off his Shoes, and got up into the Lofr, h g to get 
out that way, but that he found it impracticable; that he 
then returned below, and, hearing a Verſon at one of the 
Doors, he cried holloa ! and was aſked what he did there ? 
That he replied, he went in from Motives of Curioſity, and 
was locked in; that the Perſon at Hrit ſaid he mult ſtay all 
Night, but at length he was let out; that he ſound his 
Matches would not do, and he bought a Halfpennyworth ot 
others, of a Woman who lived on Common ; that on Satur- 
day Morning he took twoLodgings on Common, and picked 
out ſuch Houſes as had moſt Wood in them, intending to ſet 
them on fire, that the Engines might be employed in extin- 
guithing them while the Dock-Yard was burning. That 
on Saturday he got into the Rope- Houſe again, and renewed 
his Labour there, cutting his Matches into ſhort Pieces ; that 
he waſted a whole Box of Tinder in trying to make his 
Matches light, and almoſt burnt his Lips with blowing the 
Sparks; that he was ſo vexed at the laſt Matches no: fucceed- 
ing, that he was almoſt ready to fire in at the Windows of 
the Woman he bought them ot; that after firing the Rope- 
Houſe, and burning the Letter co the Merchant in London, 
and the Bills for 3ool. for tear Mrs. Boxell's having opened 
his Bundle ſhould lead to a Diſcovery of him, he ſet off to 
eſcape, and, as he was renning along the Road, overtook a 
Market-Woman's Cart; that he got up in it, and begged 
the Woman to drive taſt, wanting to get by the Centinels, 
who are poſted tour Miles round Portfmouth ; that the Wo- 
man drove pretty briſkly, but had occaſion to'ſtop to pur 
chaſe ſomething ; that he begged ſhe would not, but that ſhe 
ſaid ſhe muſt, but would not Ray ; that when ſhe ſtopped, 
what ſhe bought came to a Shilling; tt at he threw down 
Six-pence, got out of the Cart, and made the bet of his 
Way towards London ; that after going ſome way, he turn- 
ed round and ſaw the Flames of the Rope-Houfe, and that 
it appeared as if the Element was itſelf on Fire. 
i hat he walked all Night, and two Dogs barking at him, 
he fired a Piſtol at one, and he believes either killed or 
wounded him ; that he reached Kingſton about ten in the 
Morning, ſtaid thcre till twelve in the Evening, when he 
went to town in the Stage, and on his Arrival called on the 
Merchant ior whom the Letter had been directed; that he 
intormed him that he came from Paris, and what had paſſed 
between him and Silas Deane, and mentioned the Bills; 
thas the Merchant received him coldly, and ſaid he had no 
Advices from Paris which adverted to the Matter ; that he 
then told him, he had fired the Dock-Yard at Portſmouth, 
as he would ſee, by the Monday's Newſpapers; that after 
this he accompanied the Merchant to a Coffee-houſe, and 
obſerving a Perſon there eye him in a very particular Man- 
ner, he went away, and walked to Hammerſmith ; that he 
was much vexed at the Merchant's Reception of him; and 
wrote him a Letter that Night, in which he told him he 
was going to Briſtol, where he would ſoon hear of his uAN& Y 
Worxs; that he went accordingly; [Here, upon a Volun- 
teer Motion of a Council who ſat at the Table, the Court 
objected to the Witneſs being examined as to any Circum- 
ſtance which happened at Briſtol, the Facts there not being 
in Queſtion before the Court; it was agreed by the Counſel 
ſor the Crown to go no further into the Matrer, than Juſt as 
er as » neceſſary te confirm the Truth of Baldvin's 
1 cſhimony by the Aſſiſt. e of collateral Proof; he was 
therefore ſuffered to go on, and he further ſaid} that the 
Priſoner told him, that on his Arrival there he applicd to a 
Painter in or near Briſtol, , and borrowed his Colour-ftone. 
to grind his Charcoal upon. The Witness added; that the 
Priſoner lamented much his having left bis Fundle at Pore 


mouth, and ſaid it contained an Engliſh Juſtin, Ovid's Me- 
tramorphoſes, and the Art of War, and of making Fireworks, 
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according to the Manner practiſed the laſt War by the Mill 


tary of the King of France, with a French Paſſport, a Piſtol, 
a Pair of Buckles, a Piece of an old Shirt, &c. and that 


what chiefly gricved him was the Paſſport's being there, for 


that it contained his real Name; it was ſome comfort, how- 
ever, that it was in French, and probably whoever found it, 
The Witneſs 


The Priſoner. having ſeveral Times offered to obje to 


particular Parts of Baldwin's Teſtimony, the Judge, as ſoon | 


as it was ended, told him, it was then his Time to offer his 
Objections, or croſs examine, Ne declared he could not tell 
at what Paſſage to object, unleſs he heard the whole again. 
out 195-9 therefore, very diſtin&ly recired the whole from 
his Notes, which were exceedingly accurate; the Priſoner, 
inſtead of objecting, barely remarked on the little Degree of 
Credit due to Baldwin; he was therefore told by the Court, 
that he had better reſerve ſuch Obſervations till he macle his 
Defence. The Trial then went on, and 
Evans and Wilſon, two Drazoons, depoſed, that they 
were at Canterbury on or about the 2oth of November, and 
that they recollected that one of them had an Affray at an 
Alehouſe with a Perſon, whom they verily believed to be the 
Priſoner, and that on his Coat flying back, one of them 
(Wilſon) perceived ſomething tucked in his Byeaſt, which 
gliſtened like Tin, * 
Fiſher, Apprentice to Mr, Tuck, a Tin- man, de- 
poſed, that the Priſoner came to his Maſter's Shop, and or- 
dered two Tin Canniſters to be made after the Faſhion of 
one which he produced ; that they made them accordingly, 
but not finiſhing them early enough, they were left on their 
Hands, [This Witneſs produced the two Canniſters, and 
they _— reſembled that found by Ruſſel in the Rope- 
Houſe. 
William Baldy depoſed, thar he worked in theDock-Yard, 
that he ſaw the Priſoner in or near the Eaſt End of the Rope. 
Houſe on the 6th of December, and that he alſo ſaw him 
there on the 5th, a few Hours bafore the Fire broke out, 
when he picked up a ſmooth Stone, and came and aſked him 
if they uſed that in making Ropes; that he anſwered in the 
Negative ; and that preſently afterwards William Weſton 
coming down Stairs from the Loft, the Priſoner went up and 
ſhook Hands with him, and he thinking they were Acquain- 
tance, left them. 
William Weſton confirmed this, and added, that he had 
ſeen the Priſoner in Portſmouth ſome conſiderable Time be- 
fore the Fire happened, 
— Cary depoſed, that on the 6th of December he heard 
ſomebody cry holloa in the Rope Houſe, and that he let the 
Priſoner out. | 

Ann Hopkins depoſed, that as ſhe was driving her Cart 
home from Market on the 7th of December the Priſoner over- 
took her on the Road, was quite out of Breath by running, 
and got up to ride; that be begged hen to drive faſt and not 
to ſtop, but that being obliged to buy ſomething, he threw 
down Six-pence and ran away. 


_. 


Halfpennyworth of Matches at Common, on the 7th of De- 
cember. . 8 

The young Man who lives with —— Illenden, an Apo- 
thecary, at Canterbury, depoſed, that withio- a Month, or 
thereabouts, of Chriſtmas, he 
and Vitriol. 

Mary Biſhop depoſed, that ſhe kept an Alehouſe in Can- | 
terbury ; that ſome Time between the zoth of November 
and the firſt Week in December, the Priſoner came to her 
Houſe ; that he complained of having been interrupted at 
another Public Houſe by two Dragoons ; that to her Know- | 
ledge he gut the wooden Part of the Machine now produced, 
made by the Apprentice to Mr, Ormiſhaw, but that the Ap- 
prentice was fince dead, 

Dalby, a Peace Officer, depoſed, that he appre- 
hended the Priſoner, and read a Liſt of what he found upon 
him. a 

William Maſon depoſed, that he lived in or near Briſtol, | 

and that uſt previous to che Fire at Briſtol, the Priſoner cam: 


| 


doubt but that the 
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The Jury joſt aſked each other's Opinio 
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he had to 


nounced avainſt him, 


Priſoner that he had had a long and a fair "Trial ; that he had 
been found guilty of the Crime alledged againſt bim, on the © 


Elizabeth Gentel depoſed, that ſhe Cold the Priſoner a 


ſold the Priſoner ſome, Nitre |. 
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JOHN the PAINTE R, for ſelting Fire to the Rope-Houſe at Portſmouth, 
at WINCHESTER, on Thurſday loft, the 6th of 


March, 1777. 


there and borrowed his Colovr-Stone to 
and that he lent it accordingly. 

The Paſſport “ found in the Bundle left by the Priſoner 
at Mrs. Cole's, was next produced, and being faithfully 
tranſlated, was read to the Jury, It was a common Pat. 
rt = 6 _ — 13th of November. 

* e Priſoner objected to the reading of thi 

ed to the Court upon the Propriety of ir, 3 
The Books, &c. in the Bundle were txactly the ſame ag 
had been deſcribed by Baidwin in bis Evidence. 

This over, the Judge told the Priſoner it was then Time 
to make his Defence. 

He began with obſerving, that the Paſſport had been lately 
obtained and made Evidence againſt him; and ſaid, that 
the News-Papers had publiſhed fo much about him, and 
there had been ſuch a Number of Reports circulated con- 
cerning him, that he appealed to the Court whether it was 
not an eaſy Matter for ſuch a Man as Baldwin to feign the 
Story he had told, and for a Number of Witneſſes to be col- 
lected to give it Support, He further declared, that God 
alone knew whether he was or was not the Perſon who ſet 
Fire to the Dock-Yard of his Britannick Majeſty at PortC- 
mouth ; but he begged it might be attended to, how tar 
Baldwin ought to be credited ; that if he had Art enough by 
Lies to INSINUATE any Thing our of him, his giving it 
to the Knowledge of others was a Breach of Confidence, and 
if he would ſpeak falſely to deceive him, he might alſo im- 
poſe on a Jury. This he dwelt upon for ſome Time, but 
ended with begging the Judge to ſay it in proper Terms to 
the Jury, declaring that he was not endowed with the Gift 
of Oratory, as the Court might have perceived, 

The Priſoner called no Witneſſes, 

Baron Hotham went through the Evidence with the utmoſt 
Preciſion, and was above an Hour in reciting it. He made 
a Variety of Obſervations as they occurred to him, ſome tor. 

and ſome againſt the Prifor.er, and in particular remarked 
that the Priſoner's Ohjections to Baldwin's Evidence were 
not legal Objections. The Law knew nothing of that high 
Point of Honour on which the Priſoner reſted his Defence : 
if indeed the Confeſſion had been obtained under the Promiſe 
or Bargain of Safety, or in any deluſive Manner, tending to 
injure the Priſoner, Courts of Juſtice always gave fuch a 
Circumſtance due Weight in Favour of the Party accuſed, — 
but here the Caſe was widely different; there was not a Pre- 
tence ſet up that Baldwin had made any Offer, or propoſed 
any Conditions, It appeared clearly, chat the Priſoner had 
of his own accord, and aitogether unſolicited, acknowledg2d 
what Baldwin had given in Evidence; he could not there. 
fore conſider Baldwin as a confeſſional Evidence, bat looked 
upon his Teſtimony to be as pure and as free from Challenge 
as that of any other Witneſs who had been ſworn 3 and that 
if Evidence ſo produced was not admiſſible, a Door would 
be opened for the Eſcape of the moſt attrocious Offenders 
who would in many Caſes be enabled to fet the Law at De- 
fiance. The Judge, after having with rigid Impartiality 
given each Circumſtance that aroſe in Favour of the Priſoner 
its full Force, made a kind of general Appeal to the Jury 
and told them that it was their Duty in the preſent Caſe to 
conſider the Fact only, and how far the Circumſtances given 
in Evidence went towards a Proof of it, That the horrid 
Conſequences which might have followed were not now to 
be adverted to, but the ſingle Queſtion with them was, —Is _ 
the Priſoner Guit ry or Nor GuitTy? The great Num- 
ber of Circumſtances, he remarked, which they had heard 
from the Witneſfes, formed a ſtrong Body of Evidence, and 
he bad frequently found that a long Chain of Circumſtances 
ſupported by the concurring Teſtimony of many Witneſſes, 
and cloſely connected, was more ſatisfactory than the poſi- 
tive Evidence of two or three Witneſſes as to a Fact. That 
however was a Matter of their Conſideration, and he did not 
would properly diſcharge their Con- 


grind ſome Charcoal, 


K of the Arraizns then aſk'd the Priſoner what 

hy why Sentence of Death ſhould not be pro- 
when he ſaid aloud, NotnrirG. 

Baron Hotham immediately put on his Cap, and told the 
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fulleſt and cleareſt Evidence; that he could not have any 
Thing to complain of in the Candour of the Court; and 
that his Crime was of a Nature ſo enormous, that it was not 
in the Power of Words to aggravate it; that he did not mean, 
in his preſent Moments, to heighten his Diſtreſs, but he was 
ſorry to ſay that he felt, he feared, much leſs than he felt for 
him. He begged him, therefore, properly conſider his Caſe, 
and prepare to meet his God, for that he was bound, and it 
was by much the moſt diſagreeable Part of his Duty, to paſs 
the Sentence of the Law upon him, and he did accordingly 
adjudge him to be hung by the Neck until he was dead; the 
Judge further told him, that he thought it right to adviſe 
him, that as his Offence might not only be fatal to every 
Perſon preſent, but might have involved the whole 3ritiſh 
Nation in immediate Ruin, there was not any Probability 
of his receiving Mercy, he therefore earneſtly intreated him 
to ſpend. the ſew Hours he had to live in preparing himſelf 
for Eternity, and by a due Repentance endeavour to obtain 
that Pardon in the next World which could not be given him 
here. 

The Counſel for. the Crown were, Serjeant Davy, Mr. 
Mansfield, Mr, Miſſing, Mr. Buller, and Mr. Fielding. 
The Priſoner had no Counſel, 

The Trial Jaſted near ſeven Hours, and during the whole 
Time the Priſoner ſeemed little, if at all affected with his 
Situation, While one of the Counſel was examining an 
Evidence, he ſtopped him ſhort, and aſked © if he was 
Counſel for his Britannick Majeſty ?”'— He alſo once con- 
troverted Serjeant Davy, and appealed to the Court whether 
a Queſtionput by Mr. Mansfield ought to be put? Upon 
the whole, his Behavicur was not inſolent, though confident, 
and apparently careleſs of Danger; he ſhewed ſome Signs of 
a clear Head, but more of a fixed Enthuſiaſm ;- and before 
Sentence was paſſed, declared, © He was totally indifferent 
with Regard to his Fate, and was willing to live or die, as 
the Laws and Juſtice required.“ 

The regular and exact Manner in which the Witneſſes 
were called upon, and the cou dat Form in which the Evi- 
dence was adduced, did Mr. Dy hn, the Solicitor to the Ad- 
miralty, and Sir John Fielding, the Induſtry of the firſt 
of whom, and by the Advice of the {econd, the whole Bufi- 
neſs of this moſt important national Proſecution was con- 
ducted) infinite Credit. 
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